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IF all goes accordmg to plan Cape Town may
be provided with a snnple yet-practical tool
* to eradicate wiglence in ifs streets schools
homes and businesses. -
These are the passionate sen‘o.ments of the
CEOQ of YMCA (Cape Town), Llowellyn Syce,
" and his team, who are based in Observatory
" . - Syce and his team have been hard at work
planning the upcoming . ‘Street Soldier’s Vio-
' Ience and Drug Intervention. and Prevention
- Summzt tabe hosted at the His People Audito: -
riuit in Goodwood Nl Clty on 20 and 21 No- .
vémber. .
; Thanks to a partnershlp w1th the YMCA
. Omega Instltute and the US Consulate, partic-
ipants cah look forward to leathing about a
ground- breakmg mterventlon -model for
.youths that has. grown m reputatmn m the
United: States, =~ - :
Through structured d1alogue as we]l as
thr: gh the provision of spec:ﬁe_core ideals, :
~peaple who have beeh. éiposed to any kind of
wolence m thelr llves or feel that they are at

makmg the rlght chomes

“People ‘have this tendency 1o ask for more
prlsons and to put more police.on the streets
and maybe that ‘does help up.to a certain’
point, but af the énd’ of the day any hope to
‘bring abouf-real:change starts with-the’ per-
son,” explams Mahako Etta, programme co-
e ordtnator for the sum.m1t a_nd volunteer at the
YMCA. ’

Over 500 representatlves from varlous

NGOs police departments schools localgov- -
1.stri

mte

.. And now parents of youths who are strug-
glingwith violenceare also bemg encouraged
to attend the' summit,”

Renowned mternatlonal guest speaker and
. foundef of the Street Soldiers violence inter- _
vention model on which the Workshop will bé
“based; Dy Joseph Marshall, views Violence
- from a-public health’ Derspettive; - .

Accordmg to his biography, Marshall was
the first person to classify youth violence as
adiseaseand his work in this regard has been

- acknowledged inthe. Surgeon ‘General’s Re-

port on. Youth' Vlolence in 2001, :

‘Heis also the executive director of thre Ome-
ga Boys Club ix San Fransico,a youth devel-
‘opment and v101ence preventlon organisa:
tion that holds true to the 1deals of the Street
Soldters strategy B

. His: programme entrenches mto the m.md-
set of parhclpants that wolence at.a commuy-

] i 1is treatable and avoid-
onsibility to reduce vio-:
lives of the youth on
' Shon -of. very md1v1dua1 "_
- “The Street: Soldlers ‘programme calls for a:
ange mthoughtpatterns By those

to- mmnmse v1olence m thElI'
hves i adds Syce

'as ylelded favourable re- \
where groups. of youths
] drshall have showm remarka- -
-ble progress’in takmg control of. their lives,

‘Thesetesults, explalns Etta, have ; gaineda
sohd reputataon and sponsorsh1p for the pro-
graining, which is now for the ﬁrst t1me hemg
‘brought to South, Aﬁ‘nca ..

- Given thls anc; ed: rate of vmlence w1th-
[ in partwular Syce'says |
heis espeezaﬂy d1sapp01nted i the lack ofre-
sponse from local and provmc1al govermnent
“of ﬁnanelal support as we]l as mter-

o adopt the model they
. -at-the workshop,” she said
Under Marsha}l’s leadership, Syce has al-
ready established UBOMI Youth Foundatlon

- which wilt eventua]ly take over general ongo-

ing trammg and help sustain the Street Sol-
- diers . programme . by. prov1dmg addition .
tram.mg and- support for those who w1sh to
spread the word. ~ -+ :

For thore.. mformatlon on the semmar
phone Syce ‘on 032 253 5613 -or "Etta. on’
073 540 6091 .




